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Farewell to President 


President Hartleb to 
retire after 15 years 


- of service 


By STEPHEN NDUNGU 
News Editor 


Northern Essex will be searching 


' for a new president in June 2011. 


David F. Hartleb who is the current 
president of the college has said that 
he will be retiring in June. Hartleb 
will be ending his service of 15 years 
in which he has managed to achieve a 
lot of what he had in mind for the col- 
lege. 

“TJ am not leaving here with any 
regrets,” said Hartleb on an interview 
with the Boston Globe. “Not that 
there isn't a lot to do. You are never 
done. But I didn't come here with 
anything that I haven't significantly 
initiated.” 

The third president of the college 
who has been there for almost half a 
century made his announcement in 
June of this year saying that he wants 
to go back to Ohio to spend time with 
his family even more so his grand- 
children. 

In January of 1996 when Hartleb 
joined the college, the enrollment 
was on the fall and also the faculty 
hadn't had any raises or contracts for 
several years and the morale was 


poor. Hartleb also found the school to 
be on a declining financial support. 


- With time and determination Hartleb 


has improved enrollment by 43 per- 
cent, improved the mutual respect 
between faculty and administration 
and not to mention new campus 
buildings on both campuses. 

Hartleb was selected in 1995 but 
he wasn't the unanimous choice of 
the trustees. With his retirement, it is 
becoming a hard task to look for 
someone to fit his position. Speaking 
to the globe, Ken Smith, the past 
president of NECC said that Hartleb 
was the right person at the right time. 
“We were fortunate we secured him. 
It was a wonderful choice. He is a 
great leader.” 

Of all the accomplishments that 
Hartleb has had, what he is most 
pleased about is the improvement in 
morale. “Changing the culture. was 
important,” he said. Hartleb said that 
he would like to see the people that 
work at the college feel valued and 
respected and to know that they have 
the freedom to take some risks. 

“The president cannot know 
everything and make all the deci- 
sions. Part of my change here was to 
push decision making as low as I 
could throughout the organization, so 
that the people who knew what need- 
ed to be done could do it.” Hartleb 
told the Globe. 

Hartleb also said that his passion 


was to serve students. When he 
retires he plans to write a book about 
bringing change to community col- 
leges. The book will be intended to 
bring more focus to students, which 
is the theme of NECC. 

For the future of NECC without 
Hartleb, he says that he sees the col- 
lege continue on the path he has 
forged. “The college is really in a 
good position and things are moving 
forward as they should,” he said. To 
help this position be fulfilled, a com- 
mittee has already been set up to 
guide the search for the new presi- 
dent. 

The «select committee will be 
responsible for developing a pool of 
candidates and recommending final- 
ists to the NECC Board of Trustees. 
The Board of trustees will then select 
one candidate for final approval by 
the Massachusetts Board of Higher. 
Education. 

According to Joseph Edward, 
chair of the board of trustees, the 
committee will include 19 voting 
members: three trustees, eight faculty 
and staff members, one alumni repre- 
sentative, three community represen- 
tatives, two volunteer board leaders 
and two students. The student repre- 
sentatives will be Babak Alian, who 
is the student elected member of the 
board of trustees, and Shannon 
Sheltra. 


Ecological disaster comes to an end 


Macondo well in the 
gulf coast stops 
leaking oil 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief — 


Unless you have been living 
‘under a rock for the past 5 months 
you have heard about the worst eco- 
logical disaster in U.S. history, the oil 
spill from the Macondo well in the 
gulf coast. On Aug. 4 government 
estimates were released that a total of 
205 million gallons escaped from the 
damaged well. The Exxon Valdez 
spill in Alaska more than 20 years 
ago was 11 million gallons. 

The spill began after an explo- 
sion on the Deepwater Horizon rig, 
which killed 11 workers. A few days 
after the explosion the U.S. Coast 
Guard reported the well was leaking 
1,000 barrels of crude oil per day. 
Just three days later after a third leak 
_ is discovered the coast guard says the 
flow is now 5,000 barrels a day. 


The depth of the oil spill and the 
chemicals that broke the oil down 
before it reached the surface posed a 
threat that could take months or even 
years to show. 

On May 2, the gulf coast gets a 
visit by President Obama where he 
announces that BP will be responsi- 
ble for the paying the bill. 

In mid-May some scientists asist- 
ing with the cleanup make new esti- 
mates saying the macondo well is 
leaking at least 100,000 barrells per 
day. A BP representative denies this 
saying there is no way one can meas- 
ure accurately how much oil is leak- 
ing from the well. 

On May 20, BP reported that the 
amount of oil siphoned out of the 
well by a tube to the oceans surface is 
5,000 barrels per day. BP previously 
said the entire leak was 5,000 barrels 
per day and the tube only siphons a 
fraction of the spill. Which means the 
leak is much larger than previously 

Experts who testifyed at the con- 
gressional hearing put the figure at 
20,000-100,000 barrels per day. 

On July 15, BP stops the oil from 


leaking for the first time in 87 days. 
Four days later engineers detect seep- 
age and a possible methane gas leak- 
age on the seabed. 

As of Aug. 3 about 5 million bar- 
tells had leaked into the gulf making 
this officially the worst accidental oil 


_ spill ever. It is estimated to have cost 


BP about $6 million a day. 

According to the New York 
Times, “Minerals Management 
Service Scientists say they were, 'reg- 
ularly pressured by agency officials 
to change the findings of their inter- 
nal studies if they predicted that an 
accident was likely to occur or if 
wildlife might be harmed.’ MMS 
allowed hundreds of drilling projects 
without proper permits.” 

“Gulf Coast Claims ‘facility 
made claim payments of nearly $400 
million during the 16 weeks it man- 
aged claims relating to the oil spill,” 
according to the press release on 
www.bp.com. 

As of Aug. 21 at 6:40 a.m. the 48- 
hour ambient pressure test was suc- 
cessful, which officially blocked off 
the leak and put an end to the biggest 
ecological disaster there has been yet. 
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A sample of water taken from the bay in Louisiana 
after the explosion of the Deepwater Horizon. 


Remember Sept. 11 


We will never forget 
where we were on the date of 
September 11, 2001, whether 
it was in the grocery store, on 
our way to work or sitting in 
the classroom at the school 
we were then attending. 

We know the place, time 
and the grief we felt when we 
heard or watched these 
attacks. This day is eternally 
embedded into our memories. 
It is one day we can never for- 
get and will be written in our 
history books. 

Almost three thousand 
lives were lost on that terrible 
day. 

In the days following the 
terrorists attacks, our flags 
flowed at half- mast; there 
was red, white and blue in the 
sky and streets. New York 
City, the place once hailed as 
the Big Apple didn’t look the 
same to us. 

The country mourned 
together over the following 
months. A sort of peace was 
spread throughtout the coun- 
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try. People were stopping to 
let pedestrians cross or to let 
someone pull out in front of 
them. The normal road rage 
we’d encounter was replaced 
with peace. 

We saw the grief in the 
strangers faces as we passed 
by eachother. 

We didn’t and still don’t 
understand why any group of 
people could commit such 
senseless, horrendous acts on 
innocent people, while taking 
their own lives in the process. 

The cruel actuality is that 
we will never understand it. 
Just like the terrorists never 
understood us or what we 
stand for. 

We should remember this 
day and the things our coun- 
try still stands for. 


America is the land of the © 


beautiful and we have proven 
we stand together in times of 
crisis. 

As citizens we should 
remember the people killed in 
the terrorist attacks and every 
other person that has been 
killed fighting for our free- 
dom since that day. 
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How to submit a letter to the Observer 


The Observer welcomes letters from our readers. Letters for publication 
may be submitted via email, mail or by dropping off the letter at the news- 


Dec. 8 


room, located in Rm. C-222 in the Spurk building. 


All letters must be be signed and also include a phone number for verifi- 
cation. Email submissions should include Letter to Editor in the subject line 


or risk not being received by the Observer email system. 


We prefer submissions via email: 


observer@necc.mass.edu 
*Include Letter to Editor in the subject line. 


But, if you wish to submit a letter via paper: 


Letter to Editor, NECC Observer, 100 Elliot St., Haverhill, MA 01830 


While we attempt to publish all letters, 
we reserve the right to edit or reject those received. 


We need to mourn the 
American soliders lost during 
Operation Iraqi Freedom and 
the war in Afghanistan. 

Almost every person 
knows someone or at least of 
someone who has been to war 
or is getting deployed. It’s the 
perfect time to take some time 


‘out of your day to thank them 


for all the freedom they give 
you. 
The NECC community 
has taken this into account 
and is doing several service 
projects in the Lawrence and 
Haverhill area. 

The staff of the NECC 
“Observer” encourages all 
students and faculty to take 
part in the activities meant to 
commemorate all the lives 
lost on that terrible day. 

For more information on 
the 9/11 service project and_ 
honoring the victims and their 
families please contact Cythia 
Crivaro at 
ccrivaro@necc.mass.edu. 

The past, present, and 
future troops will be in our 
thoughts and prayers. Thank 
you for everything you all do. 


Mike Hickey 


“Tt is what it is.” 


Katryna Perez 


“Ridiculous” 


The NECC Observer is a member of the Associated Collegiate Press, 
College Media Advisers Inc., the Columbia Scholastic Press 


Association, and the New England Press Association. 


Liberal Arts: Journalism 


Paramedic Technology 
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Megan Ghanmasellas 


| HAD 1 GET THE 
HELL AWAY FROM 
THOSE PEOPLE. | 
LEFT THEM WITH 
GLENN BECK AND 
ASTATUE OF 
CHUCK NORRIS. 


Jake Butler 
Early Childhood Education Paramedic Technology 
“Thank god for financial aid or I “They're a little expensive” 
wouldn’t have any books.” Baer 


Terry Dowell 
Information Technology 


Photos/Interviews by Chantal McGovern 


_ Donnie Stanley 
Nursing 


What are your opinions on 
the current textbook prices? 


“Too high, a lot of people are “Way-too high. I spent a thousand 
dollars for only nine credits.” 


probably buying online.” 
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If you're a new 
student there is not a 
reason to worry 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


__ Welcome to 

Northern Essex 
»>Community 
> College! 

Judging by 

the title of this 

article, if you 

' are reading this 
tidbit of intelligence, you're a “fresh- 
man” or in less insulting, term a new 
student. 

However, if you are a new student 
roaming around the hallways of 
Northern Essex Community College, 
there is nothing to fear. All you need, 
besides the basic directions of navi- 
gating around the campus, are to 
learn the basics manners of the class- 
tooms along with the fundamentals 
to stay off the “academic probation” 
list. 

Once I was in your exact position, 
roaming around the hallways like a 
hamster out of its cage and trying to 
get my phone to function as a GPS. 
Something new students need to 
know is that everything does get eas- 
ier once you know where your class- 
rooms are located and meet your pro- 
fessors. } 

Then again, keep in mind as the 
semester continues balancing your 
schoolwork, job and social life will 
become much more difficult, hence 
harder to remain an A-list or even C- 

- list student. Therefore, I would like to 
give new students some invaluable 
information on surviving your future 
semesters at Northern Essex or wher- 
ever you choose to spend them. 

1) Before your courses begin get 
the basic school supplies, if you 
decide to buy books do not take the 
plastic wrap off them. 

It is extremely important, if not 
necessary on your part to buy text- 
books because when you nod off in 
class, you need to get information 
somewhere. However, before taking 
the plastic wrap off a book makes 
100 percent sure you have the correct 
textbook. 

Once the plastic wrap off textbook 
and in the trash, it instantly becomes 
useless to the bookstore. After the 
plastic wrap is removed from a text- 
book, you should just throw the book 

_away like the money you wasted on 
it. 
_ This concept may appear to be 
simple enough. Yet, there are always 
a few individuals who remove the 
wrappings from a $230 math book, 
only to find it is the wrong volume or 
wasn't assigned for that specific 
course, and the list of possible errors 
goes on. 

So save yourself the embarrass- 
ment of having to beg the school 
store salesclerks to take back your 
textbooks because chances are they 
are already immune to desperate 
whining. 

2) Arrive to class five minutes 
before it is set to begin. Never be 
five minutes late to any class! 

It is always a good idea to be at 
class on time, especially during the 


first few days of class. If you are 
present prior to a class starting, you 
have the opportunity to familiarize 
yourself with the surroundings and 
the people in that classroom. Arriving 
five minutes early means planning 
your schedule accordingly and didn't 
stay up until 4 a.m. playing Halo with 
a 12-year-old boy in Indonesia. 

Showing up late to class on the first 
day of class is understandable if you 
have no idea where any classrooms 
are. 

However, don't make treating col- 
lege like high school a habit, college 
should be treated like to a workplace. 
You would never show up late to 
work, unless you wanted to get fired 
and you should not show up late to 
school. 

In addition, showing up late is a 
100 percent guarantee to instantly be 
on your professor's bad side. Some 
professors will go through their 
attendance records to make sure 
you're marked present. 

But, beware since many professors 
will you absence and shut the door on 
you, if you are tardy by merely 45 
seconds. 

Something to be wary of is during 
the first weeks of school is the park- 
ing lot will be packed tighter than 
canned tuna fish. 

Due to this, you should plan 
accordingly and arrive a least 20 
minutes on campus before your class 
begins, so you can arrive on time. 

3) Go to the bathroom before 

class. While you are in class, don't 
raise your hand to go to the lavato- 
ry. 
Before entering any classroom, you 
should relieve yourself at the “little” 
boy or “little” girls room. But, in the 
event that you need to use the rest- 
room, simply exit the classroom, the 
tules of elementary school don't 
apply in college. Every single time a 
student raises their hand for permis- 
sion to go to the lavatory, it makes 
professors question whether you 
actually belong in such an intellectu- 
al habitat. 

Plus, once you come back from the 
restroom, everyone is going to be 
wondering whether you washed your 
hands thoroughly. Therefore, save 
yourself the embarrassment of being 
known as “that guy” for the rest of 
the semester and exit the room, no 
explanations are required. 

Still, some professor will ask you 
where you are going, if you are leav- 
ing the room. If that happens say “I'm 
going to the restroom” and never say 
“T'm going to the little boy's (or girl's) 
room”. 

4) Wear comfortable attire to 
school. Don't wear attire that is an 
exact replica of your sleepwear, so 
you can easily catch some ZZZ!s. 

It is important to be relaxed while 
taking a five consecutive page exam 
about the functions of the human 
digestive organs. However, when you 
show up to class ready to nap, it 
shows you don't take your professors 
seriously or yourself for that matter. 

From this day forward, you should 
make it your mission to pay attention 
in class and not fall asleep. This is 
your chance to follow your dreams, 
don't fall asleep in class and harm 
your chances of attaining them. 

5) Use your NECC email, for rea- 
sons relating to college and keep 
your private email. purposes for 
personal purposes. ; 

The college has a email system, so 


you can get information about your 
tuition bill and to receive announce- 
ments regarding upcoming campus 
events. However, your NECC email 
is also meant for communicating 
with faculty members and your pro- 
fessors. 

It is crucial when emailing your 
professors to not use your personal 
email account with names such as 
sexykitten@hotmail.com or nerdyde- 
tective97@yahoo.com. More than 
likely your professor will immediate- 
ly discard the message, believing it is 
a virus. 

Also, when emailing your profes- 
sors, always make sure to include the 
name of your class is in the subject 
line. The majority of professors at 
Northern Essex teach multiple class- 
es on completely different topics. 

Therefore, before even opening an 
message, they like to have a vague 
idea of what the email is about. 

It is also crucial to remember to not 
address your professor as you would 
your friends on Facebook. 
Remember the basic rules of 
grammar and treat the email more 
like an essay, always remembering to 
be courteous. The majority of the 
time, if you remember these rules 
than your professor will attempt to 
answer any of your questions within 
roughly, a twenty four hour period. 

6) When enrolling in courses take 
advantage of free electives. 

Inevitably, everyone must take 
courses, in which they must pinch 
themselves every eight seconds to 
stay awake through. In contrast, the 
majority of majors give you the 
choice to choice of at least one free 
elective, if not more. It is important 
to take advantage of these course and 
take classes, which will intrigue your 
mind. 

Nevertheless, if you are transferring 
and want to use your time wisely take 
a course, which will transfer to your 
college of choice. 

Not only will you get a class out of 
the way, you will save yourself some 
money and possibly accelerate the 
time of completing all of your 
requirements to attain your degree 

7) Stop attempting keg stands at 
parties and participate in extra 
curricular activities that you have 
a passion for. 

Having heard this thousands of 
times prior to this day, in hundreds of 
different way, you definitely believe 
this is lame. But, what is lame and 
deplorable is wasting your college 
years doing body shots, never allow- 
ing yourself to explore your passions. 

When you join extra curricular 
activities, whether they're sports or 
clubs, you are given the opportunity 
to amuse yourself, while meeting 
amazing individuals with the same 
interests as you in the process. 

8) Never wait until the day before 
a research paper is due to decide a 
topic. 

Writing a paper may appear to be a 
simple, rather easy task. But to write 
a paper, even a paper worthy of a D, 
it still requires a considerable amount 
of research before even starting the 
first sentence. tee 
Personally, several papers I have 
been assigned, took weeks of 
research and would literally be unvi- 
able to begin five hours before the 
paper is due. Many students who wait 
too long before beginning a paper 
end up skipping class or even more 
drastically quitting their jobs. 
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Don’t stress here are tips for success 


‘ 
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If you are a new student at Northern Essex there is no 
need to be stressed, survival is quite simple. 


With that said, if you start a paper at 
least a two week prior to it's due date, 
your professor can give you some 
viable feedback and sometimes even 
your classmates will be willing to 
help you. 

At any point during the writing 
process, The Writing Center is avail- 
able for your use. 

9) Don't wait until the end of the 
semester to complete all your 
coursework, especially if you are 
enrolled in more than one class. 

During, your first semester at 
Northern Essex, don't be naive and 
delay working on your assignments, 
until the end of the term. If you wait 
until the end of the semester to com- 
plete your looming lab reports and 
online math homework, you will 
expose yourself to more stress than 
necessary. 

If you wait until the end of the 
semester to do everything, you will 
fail. You will unquestionably be 
unsuccessful. 

Sure during the first year of college, 
you may be able to slyly pass, but 
your work will be of low quality. As 
you become, more experienced in 
college, your professors will expect 
you to have done high-quality work. 

Nevertheless, if you wait until the 
end of the semester, don't become 
dramatic when your name is placed 
on the academic probation list. 

10) If you need an extension on a 
project make sure to ask for one in 
advance! 

Sometimes, your cat needs to be 
feed and you're working too many 
60-minute intervals to even attempt 
starting a project, which makes ask- 
ing for a few extra days on a project 
perfectly reasonable. However, you 
cannot wait until the day a project is 
due to ask for an extension because 
999,999 times out of a million, your 
professor is going to give you anega- 
tive response. 

If you ask for a few extra days ona 
project at least three days before a 
project is due, your professor will 
give you the extra period of time you 
need. Keep in mind, if you ask for an 
extension because you want to go see 


a bad horror film remake, your pro- 
fessor won't give it toyou. 


11) Before leaving your house pack 
a delicious snack, it doesn't have to 
be overly nutritious. 

Frequently while concentrating in 
class, you notice someone's stomach 
growling because they forgot to eat 
or have brunch. 

Hearing a stomach howl like the 
werewolves in the “Twilight Saga” is ~ 
extremely disturbing and always 
causes people to cover their ears, 
resulting in misinterpretations of lec- 
tures. 

Other times, hunger pains hinder 
the ability you have to concentrate on 
your studies because you're thinking 
of microwave burritos dunked in 
instant soup or the mouthwatering 
affects of cheesy, homemade lasagna. 

Therefore, it aids to have a small 
meal on hand. Whether, it's an apple 
or a foot-long sub, you need to have 
something to consume. Then again, 
keep the noise to a minimum and stay 
clear of raucous packaging. 

12) Under no circumstance should 
you text in class. 

There is nothing more annoying in 
class than having to constantly hear 
someone's squeaking keyboard. For 
this reason, professor have conceived 
the text ban in the classroom. 

As a matter of a fact, nowadays 
some instructors will confiscate your 
cellular device similar to your teach- 
ers in elementary and high school. 

13) Drink liquids to stay hydrat- 

ed. Just never, ever, ever take a sip, 
even swallow one drop of hot 
chocolate from the vending 
machines. 
Slurping a delightfully, hot chocolate 
infused beverage on a nippy, autumn 
day is very appealing. Thus, the 
opportunity to slurp instantly pre- 
pared hot chocolate from a vending 
machine vibrates heavenly off the 
eardrums. As a new student, I warn 
you not to be fooled because the 
instantly made hot cocoa is nothing 
short of horrible. By far the worst 


Continued on Page 4 


Page 4 NECC Observer Sept. 8, 2010 


Info for all new students 


Continued from Page 3 
drink your taste buds will ever come 
in contact with. Save yourself the 
misery and opt for making hot cocoa 
yourself in the school cafeterias. 

14) When snow has coated the 
ground, check your email before 
warming your car and journeying 


to campus. 
Northern Essex rarely cancels 


classes, but often times professors 
do. Last year, along with the year 
before that and the year before that, 
students would arrive to class, on 
time I might add, to find they drove 
through the snow to attend a class, 
which wasn't being held. Make 
checking your e-mail before coming 
to school a habit, especially on snow 
days. 

Also, on rare celebrated occasion 
your professors will cancel class 
because they are sick, which means 
you can do anything you want for a 
50-minute interval. 

15) Stop renting movies from the 


red box at the grocery and order - 


your DVD's from the library. 

The Northern Essex libraries have 
a incredible, voluminous selection of 
movie and book titles. Also, through 
the library you can access movies and 
books from other public libraries, 
including items from public colleges 
libraries within Massachusetts. 

The librarians are extremely help- 
ful and thrilled to answer any of your 
questions regarding research for 
papers. 

The system the libraries have is 
basically better than Netflicks and 
better than that it will not cost you a 
dime. Well, unless of course you for- 
get to return a movie on its due date, 
then you have to pay one dollar for 


Books 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor : 


At the beginning of every semes- 
ter, the same scene always: takes 
place in the NECC bookstore. 
Students are crammed into the cor- 
ners of the tightly packed store, 
claustrophobia beginning to set, with 
their freshly printed schedule 
clinched in their hand. 

Some maybe excited that they’re 
starting a new semester because it’s 
sort of like a fresh start. 

But, after a few minutes, the 
always friendly and knowledgeable 
bookstore clerks hand the student a 
substantial stack of books, weighing 
upwards of twenty pounds. 

The faces of students after their 
bills are calculated either of two 
expressions: relieved or disappoint- 
ed. The relieved expression are from 
the students who are receiving finan- 
cial aid or have received scholarships 
because basically their books are 
paid for. 

Also, they sometimes have money 
left over to purchase graphing calcu- 
lator, the cheapest at the bookstore 
are $119-plus sales tax and then pos- 
sibly money is left over for a note- 
book. 

But, what happens to the students 
that don’t receive financial aid or 
scholarships? They are usually the 
one’s with the disappointed face 
because they must pay high amounts 


everyday it is late. 

In addition, the Bentley library is 
a quiet place you should be acquaint- 
ed with because they have a large 
array of newspapers and magazines. 
Plus, you can sit in the library for 
hours and sip coffee without being 
question, which is just simply divine. 

16) Attend class, don't skip class 
just because you are allowed a cer- 
tain number of absences. 

Many professors tolerate a certain 
number of absences per semester, 
whether it is four or less. Absences 
are meant for days when you are sick 


17) Combat the unwanted fresh- 
man 15 by utilizing the exercise 
equipment at the Sports and 
Fitness Center. 

Instead of spending all your time 
sitting in the library reading fashion 
magazines, you should get up and 
move around once in a while. There 
is a track in the middle of the field, 
which people rarely use because 
they're too lazy to walk laps. 

At the Sports and Fitness Center, 
there is a gym, which has weight lift- 
ing machines, treadmills, free 
weights and much more equipment. 


Ml 


Make checking your e-mail before com- 
ing to school a habit, especially on 
snow days. 


or cannot make it to school for per- 
sonal reasons. 

With the term “personal reasons”, 
meant as when there is a death in 
your family or for medical purposes. 
Personal reasons is not meant as 
those days when you can't get out of 
bed or just feel like doing something 
fun, like browsing the clearance 
aisles of Target. 

Also, if you are skipping classes 
throughout the semester then get 
actually get sick, you're doomed. 

Classes are designed to be attend- 
ed by the people who paid for them 
and professors are paid to teach you. 
But, how can they teach, if you 
would rather spend your time in bed? 


All you must do to have access to all 
this area is to present your student 
ID 


18) Always, attempt to stop and. 


donate to bake sales. ; 

When the dreary days of fall are 
upon us, there is nothing like the holy 
grail of goodies, the bake sale. More 
than just satisfying your sweet tooth, 
you're helping a good cause. 

All the clubs and organizations at 
NECC work extremely hard to put 
together bake sales and events. The 
least you can do is to buy a cupcake 
or a brownie to support their mission 
and hard work. 

If you don't feel like filling your 
belly, then just donate some money, 


even fifty cents is helpful for the 
clubs, which just want to promote 
worthy causes. 

19) Don't smoke cigarettes any- 
where on campus except the inside 
of a motor vehicle. 

Hopefully, you don't have the crav- 
ing for burning tobacco entering your 
airways because on campus smoking 
is not allowed. Although the “Smoke- 
free environment policy” states you 
may smoke inside a motor vehicle, 
which doesn't include the shuttle. 

This policy is followed by most 
law-abiding citizens of the NECC 
community. Yet, some immature 
individuals insist smoking is a basic 
right and smoke. in the bathroom, or 
in overlooked places such as behind 
bushes. 

But, be forewarned rule violating 
nicotine cravers, if caught smoking 
on campus there are fines and other 
consequences. 

20) Lastly, just have fun and 
enjoy your collegiate experiences. 

After reading this list you may 
have been lead to believe surviving 
Northern Essex is grueling and stren- 
uous, but I assure you I have had a lot 
of fun here. I have met amazing and 
remarkable students and has miracu- 
lous, intelligent students. 

The experiences you have here 
will be great and won't cause you to 
seek psychological counseling 
because you can't pay for your bills 
after graduation. 

Trust me, this school is nothing 
short of incredible. With persever- 
ance and persistence, there is no way 
you will fail. 


Have you taken 


a Journalism 1 | 
class? 


If so and you 
are interested in 
becoming a staff 
writer for the | 
NECC Observer 
please contact — 
uS at: 3 
observer @stu- 
dent.necc.mass. 
edu 


or 


leave us your 
information — 
under the door 
in Spurk build- 
ing room C222 


are exorbitantly priced — 


of money for textbooks. 

And if you think textbooks are 
cheap you obviously have no idea the 
cost of textbooks. A single textbook 
can range from anywhere from $2.90 
to $290. 

Nevertheless, there are always peo- 


ple who can’t afford to pay for text-. 


books. Then, there are always angry 
students, constantly complaining of 
the book cost and with good reason. 

Considering, the cost of a book in 
comparison to the use. For example, 
a person may spend $150 on a text- 
book and over the span of 15 weeks 
may only use the textbook ten time. 
Therefore, the price for each time a 
person uses the textbook it would be 
a total of $15, which is extremely 
ridiculous. 

“T don’t like how expensive they 
are,’ Tom Moran stated, a history 
major at NECC, echeoing the feel- 
ings of others. 

Some people point their finger at 
the bookstore, claiming they are 
greedy, but contrary to popular belief 
there are not. In fact, if people are 
going to start pointing fingers at any 
group of people, it should be the 
book publishers. 

The people who publish books 
need to make a profit and pay the 
writers of the textbooks because 
they’re specialized in their craft. 

Plus, really who wants to compose 
a thousand page essay on the human 
body? 

Therefore, the people who write 


them are extremely valuable to the 
publishing company and need to be 
rewarded with a paycheck and also 
the book will never be a best seller. 
Making a profit to keep a company 
running is perfect reasonable and all 
in all is expected. 

However, something that can be 
considered unethical and greedy is 
how often the textbook publishers 
change the book or publish different 
editions. 

Sometimes, the publisher will 
move two chapters of a textbook 
around, then release that as a new 
edition. This costs individuals a lot 
more money and in turn makes the 
book publisher a more marginal 
profit. 


Sure, the world is constantly chang- 
ing, but is it really necessary to 
change the wording of a chapter or 
change the layout then up the price 
by twenty five dollars. 

However, when in comes to text- 
books there are ways to save money 
and make money. 

Contrary to popular belief, buying 
used textbooks from the bookstore 
doesn’t save a ton of money. While, 


at least, not in comparison to buying - 


used textbooks on 
Amazon.com. 

A way to make money is to sell 
your textbooks back to the bookstore, 
which makes you a little bit of 
money. But, many times due to the 
useless new editions the bookstore 


eBay or 


observer@r 


Include “Opinion Editor” in subject line. 


clerk will say “this is an old edition” 
and will hand you back the book, 
which you will either throw away or 
slit into the donation bin. 

If this happens to you a option, not 
many know of is the power of selling 
the book on eBay. Many times you 
can make significantly more money © 
by selling to a individual buyer than — 
to the company, which sold you the - 
product in the first place. 1 

Nevertheless, it is a cruel world 
when it comes to the world of text- 
book buying. But, never fear there. 
are ways around it. 

Plus, there are ways, in which you ~ 
could help others like by giving one 
of your old textbooks to someone — 
who needs. } 
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Campuses offer new tutoring services 


Visit the centers to 
check out the new 
services offered 


By CHRISTINA SCHNEIDER 
Editor-in-Chief 


The developmental Math Center 
and the Math Tutoring and Resource 
Center are merging. If you attend 
classes on the Haverhill campus you 
now need to go to room C-201 for all 
levels of walk in math tutoring. If 
you are on Lawrence then you will 
need to go to LA-103/104 for all lev- 
els of math tutoring there. Room C- 
300 on the Haverhill campus is now 
the Math Resource Center where all 
the specialized tutoring services will 
be held. In addition to the benefits 
they already offer students such as 
workshops, study groups, math 
placement learning modules, com- 
puter programs designed for individ- 
ualized instruction and make-up 
tests, they will also be offering a new 
service, one on one tutoring by 
appointment. 

Both the Math Center and Math 
Resource Center are staffed by pro- 
fessional and peer tutors. Joe 
Scascitelli is the Coordinator of the 
Math Center and Rebecca Rose is the 
Coordinator of Math Tutoring 
Services. The professional tutors are 


Volunteer 
on Sept. 11 


This year on the anniversary 
of Sept. 11, different one day 
community service activities are 
being organized in the Haverhill 
and Lawrence areas. 

Students on any of NECC's 
campus’ will be allowed to volun- 
teer their time anywhere from 
four to eight hours. 

There are quite a few local 
agencies that students can volun- 
teer for. Some of them are: 
Merrimack Valley Habitat for 
Humanity, the Lawrence Boys 
and Girls Club, the Bradford 


Historic Preservation 
Commission, Rebuilding 
Together Greater Haverhill, and 
the Haverhill Firefighters’ 


With the help of Eagle Security, 
this security log has been compiled to 
inform students and staff about the 
incidents requiring assistance from 
Eagle Security on the Haverhill cam- 


pus. This log covers incidents 
between May 12 to Aug. 31 


Ann Coughlin, Dan Svenconis, Tracy 
Standen, John Daly, Pat Diodati and 
Eve Lopez. There is also Nancy 
Nickerson (Math faculty), Pauline 
Duhamel (retired Math teacher), and 
Tom Foy (retired engineer) who sup- 
port the tutoring staff. The peer tutors 
that make up the team are Preston 
Lewis, Andrew Provencher, Mary 
Provencher, Eric Kehoe, Andy 
Wysocki, and Joe Robinson. 

New this fall is one-on-one tutor- 
ing being offered by the Math 
Resource Center in room C-300. This 
is to help support the students who 
need more individual support and 
guidance towards becoming success- 
ful Math students. This one on one 
tutoring is available to any NECC 
Math student who is given a referral 
from a Math faculty member, a Math 
tutor, or PACE. Your professors are 
allowed to request a report of how 
you are doing from your tutor. 
Referral forms are available on the 
NECC website at: 
www.necc.mass.edu/mathservices. 
For any other questions you can con- 
tact Rebecca Rose at 
trose@necc.mass.edu. 

Not only are there changes on 
the Haverhill campus but Lawrence 
is expanding their Math Tutoring 
Center. This summer the wall 
between room 103 and 104 was 
removed doubling the space now 
available for tutoring. With the new 
space has come the addition. of 10 
new computers and expanded tutor- 


Museum. That is just to list a few 
that you could volunteer to help 
with. To find out where else you 
could volunteer at you can talk to 
Cynthia Crivaro. 

Student's who volunteer their 
time to help will be provided with 
free food, tee shirts and support 
during the day. 

If you are interested in volun- 
teering for part of the day or even 
the entire day you may contact 
Professor Cynthia Crivaro at: 
NECC’s Haverhill campus in 
room C314B or by e-mail at 
CCrivaro@necc.mass.edu. 


Monday, July 14 - A councilor 
from college for kids reported her 
handbag missing, 1:45 p.m. 


Monday, July 21- Hit and run in 
parking lot # 3, 3:15 p.m. 


Wedensday, August 1, Car rolled 
out of the Tech Center parking lot, 
3:20 p.m. 


Friday, August 5, 13-year old 
male playing basketball complained 
of chest pains in the gym, 7:20 p.m. 


Wednesday, August 18, 
Employee fell a her desk at the stu- 
dent center, 3:00 p.m. 


MCTcarinpus photo 


One-on-one tutoring services, such as pictured above, are now being offered by 
the Math Resource Center on the Haverhill campus in Spurk building C-300. 


ing hours, 
Saturdays. 
If you would like to check out the 
new tutoring centers on both campus- 
es you can find them open in 
Haverhill room C-300 Monday- 


including some on 


Friday from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. and in 
room C-201 Monday-Thursday from 
8 a.m. to 8 p.m. and Friday's from 8 
a.m. - 3 p.m.. On the Lawrence cam- 
pus in room LA-103/104 the hours 
are Monday-Friday 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 


fh 


Presented y Marjorie Agos 


and Monday and Wednesday from 
5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

The faculty is there waiting to 
assist you in all of your mathematical 
needs. 
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Welcome students! 


from he Stodent ere Tear at NECC 
Have a Great Fall Semester! 


Student Life offices are located in the Sport & Fitness Center on the 
Haverhill Campus & the Dimitry Bldg on the Lawrence, Campus. For 
more information about programs & services offered, contact the 
Student Life Office 

978-556-3643 


Division of Enrollment Management & Student Services 


‘Inception ’is nothing 
short of the work of a 
master 


| By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


A cinematic picture should force 
the viewer to become part of the story 
unfolding in front of their eyes. But, in 
| the age of horrible remakes, substan- 
dard acting and recycled ideas, this 
\ specific type of experience is excep- 
tionally challenging to come by. 

Tn fact, few movies in the world, 
past and present, are capable of 


_ accomplishing this task. 


Nevertheless promise and hope is 
waiting for viewers in search of an 
| intense, emotional and often convo- 
| luted encounter with the blockbuster 


teleased by Director/Screenwriter, 


| Christopher Nolan after his mega hit 
| “The Dark Knight” amazed specta- 


tors across the globe . 

With “Inception”, Nolan proves 
yet again that he is nothing short of a 
‘genius and a mastermind at screen- 
writing. In fact, Nolan reportedly 
spent a decade of his life writing and 


| dream. 


tewriting the screenplay. 

Needless to say, Nolan’s hard 
work and passion manages to trans- 
port viewers into the world of the 


This world of the dream reflects 


the subconscious mind, the deeper 


someone travels into the mind, the 
more complex, poignant and often 


_ Disaster Dates gives 


new meaning to blind 


dating 


| By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
| eosagle ial 


There are very few programs, 


| currently airing on television I desire 


to watch, let alone crave to add on 


"my TIVO list. Yet, MTV has done 
the almost impossible, creating an 
amusing, hidden camera game show, 


with “Disaster Date”. Nevertheless, 
it is one show full of incongruous 
moments that’s respectably deserv- 
ing of such an high-ranking honor. 

Basically, on “Disaster Date” a 
person is setup by their friend on a 
blind date, but the date isn’t a sane, 
normal individual. They are actually 
a complete maniac or in other words 
someone paid to act in such disturb- 
ing, bizarre ways. 

Most conventional human 
beings would define a blind date as 
bad when the person they are on the 
date with is extremely rude, pervert- 
ed, clumsy, loud, demanding, needy, 
judgmental, whiny, emotional or 


| “Inception”. This is the first film — 


times violent , the dream world 
becomes. 

The main character, portrayed by 
the always superb, Leonardo 
DiCaprio, is Dom Cobb, the world’s 
best extractor, which is considered to 
be a thief. 

But, an extractor isn’t the typical 
thief. An extractor breaks into peo- 
ple’s subconscious minds to steal 
ideas and secrets. But, this can only 
be done whilst a person is dreaming, 
when the mind is in the most vulner- 
able state. 5 

However, once Cobb managed to 
do the complete opposite and planted 
an idea in someone else’s mind, 
which is known as_ inception. 
Although, the attempt was success- 
ful, it come along with fatal conse- 
quences, which eternally changed 
Cobb’s life in the most dire ways pos- 
sible. 

Therefore, when Cobb receives a 
job offer, that can bring his existence 
back to the most normalcy possible 
for him, he takes it. Although this 
task is described as unfeasible by 
Cobb’s business pattern, Arthur 
(Joseph Gordon-Levitt), Cobb knows 
this job can be done. 

The mission is to perform incep- 
tion on Robert Fisher (Cillian 
Murphy), the son of a dying, success- 
ful businessman. The task is extreme- 
ly complicated, but Cobb along with 
his team of five other people manage 
to break into Fisher’s mind. 

Needless to say, the job is nothing 
like they ever expected. The conflict 
sets up for a nearly hour long climax 
sequences with gunfire and bombs 


jealous, even if they are ridiculously 
attractive. q 

On “Disaster Date” it isn’t rare 
to discover a person where each of 
those qualities are present, resulting 
in a complete maniac, no one wants 
to be seen with in public. Every qual- 
ity, someone wouldn’t want in a 
mate are present and some unlucky 
soul has to deal with them. 

Once you throw in a random 
visit from a date’s overprotective 
mom, rowdy ex-significant other or 
money hungry pimp, the situation 
spins from just awkward to an 
embarrassing disaster. 

The concept behind “Disaster 
Date” is to take what was suppose to 
be a possibly romantic, pleasing 
prospect of a blind date and make 
every single minute superfluously 
uncomfortable. 

Some actors will pretend to cry, 
both boy and girl. Whereas, some 
will call the waitress an ugly prosti- 
tute or yell at their waiters from 
across a crowded restaurant “to 
hurry up”. 


Sometimes, there are even peo- . 


ple who fear germs so much they 
will tear their clothes off in the mid- 
dle of a restaurant to sanitize them- 
selves or others who will insist there 
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Get into the world of the dream 


sepcancones 


MCT Campus Photo 


Leonardo Dicaprio and Marion Cotillard both starred in the summer blockbuster 


‘Inception’. 


galore. 

Besides the action, “Inception” 
delivers on the substance factor, par- 
ticularly on conveying human nature 
to the audience. 

A best picture nomination is defi- 
nitely in the future for this cinematic 
masterpiece. In addition, the all-star 
cast should definitely receive awards 
for their stunning portrayals of the 


Have a blast while 
watching a disaster 


are paranormal spirits lurking about, 
then will take our their “equipment” 
to scatter it about. 

The actor makes everything as 
distressing as possible for their date, 
in hope they will run out the door as 
fast as they can to legally change 
their name. 

For every single minute a person 
lasts on the date they will receive‘one 
dollar for, the maximum amount of 
time a date can carry on for is 60 
minutes for 60 dollars. 

With all these elements present 
‘Disaster Date” manages to take the 
awkwardness of the concept of the 
blind date and spins it into some- 
thing even more uncomfortable, 
which causes a truly entertaining 30 
minute span. 

‘Disaster Date” is a show I have 
come to adore. Literally, watching 
someone else embarrassed to the 
point of tears is truly the key to hap- 
piness. 

Even if you end up hating 
‘Disaster Date”; which is unfeasible, 
unless you are made from stone, it is 
still worth seeing and you will get a 


laugh out of it. 
For full episodes of “Disaster 
Date” and viewers’ favorite 


moments check out MTV.com. 


characters especially under the gravi- 
ty defining stunts they managed to 
endure. 
' Even if “Inception” is difficult to 
comprehend after the first viewing, 
the cinematography of DOP Wally 
Pfister is nothing short of a visual 
eruption of ecstasy. 

More common than not special 
effects and CGI looks fake; take 


LAWRENCE CAMPUS 
Monday, Sept. 13th 
Noon -1PM 

Dimitry Bldg. Atrium 


HAVERHILL CAMPUS 
Friday, Sept. 17th 
Noon -1PM 

Tech. Ctr. Room 103 


James Cameron’s “Avatar” for 
instance that looked like-an animated 
Pixar film. Whereas, often times 
while watching “Inception” the expe- 
rience was like being a rollercoaster, 
even when it wasn’t in IMAX. 

Nevertheless, see “Inception” as 
soon as humanly possibly. 

This picture receives two thumbs 
way up. 


fer 
! 
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The wonder of nursing in Kenya 


One of our professors 
nurses her way 
through Kenya 


By JANE THIEFELS 
Correspondent 


Besides being a professor of 
English as a Second Language at 
NECC, I had the wonderful opportu- 
nity to become a registered nurse 
through studying in the NECC 
evening nursing program. My dream 
was to do nursing abroad. I was for- 
tunate ‘to discover International 
Medical Relief based in Denver, 
Colo., which organizes short-term 
medical mission trips to areas where 
people have limited or no access to 
health care. The trip to Kenya this 
summer with IMR was part of this 
dream come true. 


The Medical Mission at the 


Kangemi, Nairobi Clinic 

Arriving at the Jomo Kenyatta 
International Airport in the capital 
city of Nairobi with its glittering sky- 
scrapers and wide avenues, six of us 
on an International Medical Relief 
mission were greeted by our 
American nurse team-leader, Jean, 
and the Kenyan doctor, Alvin, who 
would accompany us the entire time 
in Kenya. 

After going through customs and 
collecting our bags, we entered the 
steady stream of traffic and headed 
toward our lodging. When we 
arrived at our Nairobi apartment, 
“Mamma” served us our first of 
many delicious Kenyan meals: meals 
consisting of chicken curry, beef 
stew, goat, ugali (corn meal cooked 
to a dough-like consistency), rice, 
plantains, collards, spinach, cabbage, 
carrots, potatoes, chapatti, mandazis 
(doughnuts), and plates of sliced 
mango, papaya, watermelon, and 
pineapple. 

On our first clinic day, our driver, 
Peter, took us to Kangemi, a district 
in Nairobi, where tin-roofed, one- 
room dwellings stretched as far as the 
eye could see, and where narrow 
unpaved streets were lined with sim- 
ilar structures bearing colorful signs: 
photocopies, beauty salon, auto-parts 
Our mini-bus could barely make its 
way through the throngs of people 
and the produce and goods in transit 
and the air was filled with wood 
smoke from cooking fires. 

We entered a churchyard, and 
attended a two-hour Sunday service 
where the rafters were nearly brought 
down by music, dance, and animated 
preaching both in English and 
Swahili. At the end of the service, 
when the church emptied out, our 
clinic began. 

We had our pharmacy tables with 
the large stock of medicines supplied 
by International Medical Relief with 
such items as antibiotics, anti-malari- 
al, anti-parasitic, anti-fungal and pain 
medicines, expectorants, eye drops, 
litmus strips, and wound-care sup- 
plies. I was fortunate to have come 
with 50 pounds of medical supplies 
donated by Anna Jacques Hospital 
and Whittier Rehabilitation Hospital 
and 50 pounds of school supplies 
donated by NECC faculty and staff. 

Clay, a doctor of pharmacy, man- 
aged our pharmacy. Alvin, our 
Kenyan medical doctor, took on the 
difficult cases referred to him, and 
James, a medical student, often 
worked closely with Alvin. Molly, a 
nurse midwife, and myself, an RN, 
set up our stations with our inter- 
preters. Nicole, a physical therapist, 


’ stretching 


dealt with patients’ joint-pain prob- 
lems. Angela, an occupational thera- 
pist, helped patients with related 
issues, while Jean saw patients and 
was always available for consulta- 
tion. Another Kenyan doctor from the 
church joined us as well. We took 
turns conducting classes for the 
groups of people who were waiting - 
classes dealing with nutrition, first 
aide, hygiene, stretching/back care, 
menopause, dehydration, and moth- 
er/baby/child care. 

In this acute-care clinic and sub- 
sequent ones, we saw the whole 
gamut of medical conditions: para- 
sites, malaria, urinary tract infec- 
tions, ear infections, dehydration, 
intestinal disorders, joint pain, 
esophageal reflux, dry eye, meningi- 
tis sequelle, malnutrition, scabies, 
ringworm, dry cough, infection with 
herpes zoster, diabetes, joint pain, 
and more. 

Many people came to our 
Kangemi clinic simply because they 
could not afford the medicines they 
had been previously prescribed by 
their doctors. We also visited the 
local school to attend to children 
there and brought some of the chil- 
dren back to the clinic. We found a 
mentor in the church who would help 
a young scared pregnant girl to tell 
her parents and prepare for the birth 
of her baby. 

Two days later, we left the 
Kangemi clinic in Nairobi with many 
hugs and fond farewells. We had 
become close to our Kenyan inter- 
preters and all those from the church 
who made these clinic days success- 
ful. 

Into the Countryside 

Early the following day, our team 
climbed into our mini-bus to begin 
our 10 hour trip to. Kuzumu to the 
west. We passed by Kenya's spectac- 
ular Rift Valley, which is part of a 
3,700-mile — geographic trench 
from Syria to 
Mozambique, where 20 million years 
ago Kenya was divided into two seg- 
ments by violent forces that tore 
apart the earth's crust. We waved to 
children walking to school in their 
uniforms. We passed women selling 
potatoes and tomatoes stacked geo- 
metrically in buckets and men hawk- 
ing live chickens held upside down 
by their legs. There were women in 
long, colorful dresses balancing bas- 
kets and bundles of firewood on their 
heads, trucks filled with sugar cane, 
donkey carts, cattle with their herders 
urging them along, zebras grazing, 
and baboons gathering by our bus. 
We passed mile after mile of tea plan- 
tations with workers harvesting tea in 
the hot sun. We saw crowded markets 
with vendors selling from tarps and 
stands made of branches and shops 
with pastel facades. Furniture makers 
pounded and sawed in the bright sun- 
light. 

The deep red.soil gave the rush- 
ing streams a rust color. We passed 
snatches of jungle between the towns 
and markets as trucks coming from 
Mombassa to Uganda competed with 
our bus on both the paved and muddy 
roads. We were greeted with wide 
smiles, bright eyes and vigorous 
waving as our bus passed slowly by. 

“Stop the bus!” Jean cried out. As 
Peter pulled by the side of the road, 
Jean asked if any of the men had a T- 
shirt to spare. Clay pulled one from 
his bag and which Jean gave to Issac, 
a local church member accompany- 
ing us to our clinic. “There's a young 
man approaching us on his bicycle 
whose T-shirt is in tatters,” Jean said. 
A few minutes later, the young man 
appeared at the bus door holding his 


BRI 


Photo by Jane Thiefels 


Jane Thiefels with patients at Kangemi Nairobi Clinic while nursing in Kenya. 


new shirt with eyes shining with 
delight. Later I saw a similar reac- 
tion at our clinic when Jean gave a 
pair of new shoes to a small boy 
whose shoes were broken apart. 

After a good night's sleep under 
mosquito nets in a guesthouse in the 
countryside, we went to our clinic in 
a church with mud walls and a tin 
roof in Lurnta. Pastors from the area, 
dressed elegantly in suits, came to 
welcome us before we set up our sta- 
tions in the building. People arrived 
from all around and lined up at the 
door waiting to be seen. The needs 
here in the countryside seemed more 
pressing than in our previous clinic. 
A baby near death from dehydration 
came to life as the mother was given 
a syringe to deliver water to. her 
daughter's mouth. There was a young 
girl with entropion, the inward turn- 
ing of the eyelid which causes the 
lashes to rub against the eye. We gave 
her eye drops, but we couldn't pro- 
vide the needed eye surgery. Besides 
the same medical conditions encoun- 
tered in our Kangemi clinic in 
Nairobi, there was more malaria 
here, dehydration, cough from cook- 
ing with wood in small huts, and 
back pain from heavy lifting. 

Two days later we set up our 
clinic in Malava in another mud- 
walled church in idyllic countryside. 
Besides the traditional medical 
approach, I saw how eagerly women 
welcomed additional alternatives: 
deep breathing, salt-water gargling, 
elevating the feet to improve circula- 
tion, drinking eight glasses of boiled 
water to stave off prevalent dehydra- 
tion and urinary tract infections, 
including more protein from beans, 
nuts, and grain combinations where 
meat and fish were too costly. We 
talked about techniques to deal with 


* reflux, acne, and eye strain. 


We also had the opportunity to 
visit orphanages where we played, 
did exercises led by Nicole, our phys- 
ical therapist, and sang with the chil- 
dren. However, at one orphanage, we 
were called out of our games to a 
motorcycle accident on the road 
where one young man died instantly 
with a cracked skull and the other had 
to be treated and taken by us in our 
bus to the hospital. We also witnessed 
a baby being born in a hospital we 
visited. In our five clinic days we saw 
1,425 people with teaching included 
in 876 of the visits. We wrote pre- 
scriptions for 2,995 free medicines 
from our pharmacy. We admitted five 
people to the hospital and had six 
ambulance runs. We gave 36 classes 
to 2,928 people. We bought special 
medicines for 15 people who couldn't 
afford them.. There were 99 physical 


~ 


therapy and 11 occupational therapy 
visits by Nicole and Angela. We were 
truly part of the drama of life and 
death. F 

It would have been truly difficult 
to leave Kenya after our clinic days 
and find myself immediately back in 
my familiar surroundings in the 
United States. : I needed time to 
reflect on what I had seen and expe- 
rienced in such a short time. Our 
encounters with the Kenyan people 
had been so real and so powerful. I 
was grateful that Molly and I had pre- 
arranged to go on a safari to Massai 
Mara National Park at the end of the 
medical mission. Those three days 
gave both Molly and I time to share 
our feelings and impressions and to 
continue to enjoy the beauty of the 
country. 

Massai Mara National Park 

Massai Mara soon revealed its 
namesake to us: the Massai people 
themselves, known to be the tribe in 
Kenya that has most guarded its tra- 
ditional way of life. We saw tall, thin 
Massai herders on the periphery of 
the park in their bright red, flowing 
garments, herding cattle and goats 
whose bells tinkled as they passed. 
With Olentaiyia, our Massai guide, 


Wwe met women and men in tradition- . 


al dress and went inside the 
dwellings made of mud. We learned 
that many of the Massai have moved 
to more modern housing, yet keep 
their traditional way of life. 
Olentaiyia, who is a Massi chief, 
leaves his life as a businessman in 
Nairobi to spend periods of time 
among his people to teach the ways 
of the Massai to visitors. 

Lions, Rhinos, and Birds 

“There are lions up ahead, sever- 
al male and female pairs,” said 
Shadrach, our safari guide. A ripple 
of excitement ran though me as 
Molly and I readied our cameras in 
the rugged all-terrain vehicle. We 
were able to capture them in all their 
magnificence, stalking a group of 
zebras grazing in the distance. 

During our three days of safari in 
Massai Mara National Park in Kenya, 
many animals passed in front of our 
eyes: elephants, giraffes, rhinoceros, 
cheetahs, ferval cats, antelope, 
gazelles, waterbucks, taupe, dick- 
dick, buffalo, warthogs, hyenas, and 
all manner of birds, including. an 
ostrich. There was the additional 
excitement of being there just before 
the wildebeest migration, when mil- 
lions of these animals cross through 
Massai Mara in search of new graz- 
ing lands. We saw the wildebeest 
beginning to gather and the croco- 
diles lying in the sun eagerly waiting 
to snatch some of them at the Mara 


River crossing. A large group of hip- 


popotamuses seemed unconcerned 


about the event ready to occur as they 
lazily submerged themselves in the 
river. 

Before coming to the river, 
Shadrach took us to a cement marker. 
“If you stand to the left of this mark- 
er,” he said, “you will be in 
Tanzania.” Molly and I snapped pic- 
tures of each other and Shadrach with 
the vast Serengeti plains of Tanzania - 
stretching to the left and the grass- 
lands of Kenya dotted with acacia 
trees to the right. 

After this magnificent stay in 
Massai Mara National Park, Molly 
and I bid “kwa heri” (good-bye) to 
Shadrach and boarded the bush plane 
back to Nairobi. We were grateful to 
have chosen to add this safari unto 
our International Medical Relief mis- 
sion to Kenya before leaving this 
beautiful country to return home. 

Asante, Kenya! 

As it was now time to say good- 
bye to Kenya, I thought back on how 
wonderful it had been to look into the 
eyes of these warm and gracious peo- 
ple, to hear their medical stories 


whether directly in English or 


through an interpreter, to examine 
them, and to help them receive the 
medicines they needed. I was filled | 
with gratitude that life had somehow - 
brought us together in common 
humanity. 

Working as a team of eight who 
functioned with trust and cohesive- 
ness had given us synergy. Because 
of the deep level of caring and com- 
mitment, the humanity of our group 
had shown forth. We shared laugher 


_and conversation in our times off 


duty and remarked to each other, 
“Haven't I known you all my life?” 

Over and over our team remarked 
about the beauty of the Kenyan peo- 
ple we met, not only their physical 
beauty but a spiritual beauty that illu- 
minated their entire beings. They 
taught us so much about what it 
means to be truly human by their pas- 
sionate response to life. We saw how — 
so many of the people we met entered 
into life's struggle with few material 
resources, yet drew upon the vast 
reservoir of the true human spirit. 
Medicine became a universal lan- 
guage as people bared their souls to 
us as medical personnel and gave us 
a chance to know them more deeply 
and be touched by them. 

The people of Kenya and their 
beautiful country gave me an ines- 
timable gift that will fill me all my 
life and deeply reinforced in me the 
reason why I became a nurse. 

Asante! Kenya! Thank you, 
Kenya! 
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Jump into fall student activities 


Student involvement 
provides better 
college experience 


BY ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


New and returning students look- 
ing for more to their college experi- 
ence than hustle and bustle between 
classrooms need look no further than 
flyers advertizing “Free Pizza” in 
hallways around campus. 

Every semester begins with club 
initiations where campus clubs tract 
students to. their causes and interest 
based clubs with a sure-thing incen- 
| tive to attract young students: free 
food. However those who have taken 
the time to stop by and test the waters 
| of student clubs have realized that a 
| free slice of pizza is just the tip of the 
| iceberg regarding the benefits of 
involvement in student activities here 
on campus. 

Here students with a similar 
| interest come together, collaborate 
and affectively engage in active ways 
here on campus, and in the process 
they build relationships with profes- 
sors and classmates, while develop- 
ing their leadership abilities. The 
beginning of the semester begins 
| with the group selecting their leader- 
| ship for the semester, and then choos- 


ing and implementing their action 
plan and focus for the semester. This 
can include student lead discussion 


and activism, event planning, 
fundraising, field trips and even 
school trips. 


“Students learn to pitch ideas 
about events which can be success- 


ful--tapping into their creative 
juices” said Professor Meredith 
Gunning. : 


Gunning is the faculty advisor of 
the Community Outreach Group 
(COG) that launched a “Help for 
Haiti” initiative last semester. After 
the earthquake struck Haiti last 
semester, students rallied to become 
part of the relief effort organizing 
bake sales and a talent show that 
raised over $1000 to support the 
relief effort. 

“T have the privilege of witness- 
ing students who feel empowered 
about making a difference in their 
communities” she says. 

In addition, “participation in 
clubs... can be put on a resume and 
this can make a possible difference in 
future prospects. Four-year colleges 
and would-be employers can be 
interested in seeing whether an indi- 
vidual is engaged in their own com- 
munities. And some clubs provide 
important skills development” 

Student leader Joe Donlon attests 
to this, saying that involvement in 
student clubs improved his leader- 
ship skills and public speaking abili- 


ties. 

Donlon has been the President of 
the Contemporary Affairs Club as 
well as an active member in other 
student clubs on campus. 

“Clubs are a great way to meet 
other students who have. the same 
interests as you... It is also a nice 
way to meet the professors who can 
help you at your time at NECC” he 
says. 

Specifically at a community col- 
lege where students commute, stu- 
dent engagement significantly shapes 
a students. college experience. 

“When I first came here I hated 
coming here because I wasn't 
involved” says student Christina 
Schneider. Schneider attended NECC 
in 2009 and transferred to UMASS 
Lowell. Due to class conflicts she 
returned for the Spring semester in 
2010 and became actively involved 
in campus groups such as 
Community Outreach Group and the 
Contemporary Affairs club. 
According to Schneider, This 
involvement made all the difference 
in her college experience. She con- 
nected with students and faculty and 
was actively involved in efforts such 
as the COG relief effort to raise funds 
for Haiti. “Now that I am involved I 
have a lot more friends and love com- 
ing here” 

Former student Reanne Malesky 
is another example of the benefits of 
involvement in student clubs. 
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Malesky's involvement began when 
she stopped by a bake sale put on by 
the COG and learned about the group 
involvements in worthy causes. She 
went on to become involved in the 
Gay/Strait Alliance as well as 
become the COG President. Upon 
graduating in the Spring of 2010 she 
was awarded the Coca Cola Bronze 
Scholar Award in recognition of her 
involvement in student activities. 
Student involvement will shape 
an individuals educational experi- 
ence and here at NECC, there is plen- 
ty available to jump into. Students 
with an interest in politics will find a 
comfortable place in the 
Contemporary . Affairs Club that 
organizes open discussion regarding 
current issues of government, politics 
and contemporary affairs. Students 
looking to meet with members of a 
common faith can check out the 
Christian Club. Anyone looking to be 
involved in student activism can 
check out the Community Outreach 
Group, Amnesty International or 
Students for a Democratic Society. 
Community Outreach Group mobi- 
lizes campus efforts to impact com- 
munities. Amnesty International 
actively supports human rights 
worldwide, while Students for a 
Democratic Society actively pursues 
peace, democracy and social justice. 


In addition, students can check out 
The Gay/Strait Alliance that gathers 
together students with a common 
agenda to promote gay rights and 
acceptance. 

In addition there is a wide selec- 
tion of major related groups as well. 
Here students can network and are 
exposed to unique opportunities spe- 
cific to their future line of work. 
These include the Hospitality Club 
Paralegal Club, Criminal Justice 
Club, American Sign Language Club, 
Radiologic Technology Club, Sleep 
Technology Club and the Alpha Beta 
Gamma Chapter, a Business Honors 
Society. 

Students who are looking to 
become involved in campus clubs 
can check out the College Fair taking 
place in Haverhill on Wed, Sept. 15 
in the Quad area behind the C build- 
ing, and the Lawrence campus Mon, 
Sept. 20. This is the smorgasbord of 
clubs and activities where students 
can mix, mingle and find the appro- 
priate area for the interests. 

In addition, students can refer to 
the Student Clubs & Organizations 
page listed under the Student Life tab 
on the NECC home page. Students 
can search the groups listed and con- 
tact the appropriate faculty member 
to learn more. 


photo by Steven Ndungu 
Students dancing the Cotton-Eyed-Joe at last year’s 


spring festival. 


Activities to look out for your first weeks on campus: 


Fri Sept. 9: Gay/Straight Alliance Club meeting at 12-1 p.m. 


in room C-108 


Mon Sept. 13: Christian Club meeting from 12-1 p.m. 


Wed Sept. 15: College Life Fair from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. 


Fri Sept. 17: New student ice cream social from 12-1 p.m. 


Fri Sept. 17: Students for a Democratic Society and 
Amnesty Internati--nal will be having a joint meeting from 12-1 
p.m. in room C-108. Pizza will be served. 


Mon Sept. 20: Community Outreach Group will meet from 


12-1 p.m. 


Wed Sept. 22: Contemporary Affairs group will meet from 12-1 


p.m. 


*if there is no room number noted keep an eye out for flyers 
posted around campus notifying students where to go. 
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Volleyball menibers are like sisters 


The bond between 
team members is 
uncommonly unique 


By CHANTAL MCGOVERN 
Opinion Editor 


Teehixe 
NECC 
Woman’s 
volleyball 
team may 
be com- 
prised of 
less than a 
dozen play- 
ers and 
may not take home the most 
awards on campus. But, unlike 
many larger teams at Northern 
Essex, the small amount of play- 
ers allows for a superior bonding 
experience and long lasting 
friendships. 

In fact, the close-knit group 
describe themselves to be like sis- 
ters. 

Two returning. players, 
Danielle Ryan, an Illustration 
major and Katelyn Demers, a 
Theater program student, started 
playing volleyball last year for 
Northern Essex. Both wanted to 
play the sport because they partic- 
ipated in the same sport through- 
out high school. 


The experience both on and 
off the court last year encouraged 
them to hit the court again for this 
upcoming season. The involve- 
ment for these two players 
extends beyond just training and 
playing games. After, spending 
several hours together, whether it 
was on or off the court has caused 
an uncommon bond to manifest.. 

“We became a close team. We 
had a lot of fun,” Demers said, 
while warming up prior to prac- 
tice. 

“Like sisters” Ryan smiled, 
laughing in the -background. 
Although, she was not warming 
up like Demers because she forget 
her workout gear at home, instead 
opting to complete paperwork 
while wearing flip flops, which 
showcased her neon toenails. 

“We had a lot of fun...lots of 
fun and new people,” Demers 
said. 

She added that in class it is 
difficult to make friends with 
strangers because in class you do 
not have a close bond with others. 

“This is where I meet the peo- 
ple of Northern Essex’s,” stated 
Demers. 

Jillian Ciampa, an Education 
major, has also participated in 
volleyball before, but was not on 
the team for a couple of year. This 
upcoming season will be her sec- 
ond playing volleyball for the 
Northern Essex team. 


Make a Difference 
Get Involved 


What are the benefits to getting involved?! 
¢ Work for positive change for NECC students 

¢ Develop valuable leadership skills g 
e Meet with other students to address challenging 


issues 


e Earn credit in the Leadership Development Program 


» Strengthen your resume 


STUDENT SENATE 


Interested in getting involved? 
INTEREST MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 15TH—3 PM 
A112 & 1244 


The goal of the Senate is to seek out and address the concerns of the student body on 
both campuses. Additionally, senators attend an overnight leadership conference 
and participate in multiple service projects throughout the year. 


Nomination petitions are available in the Student Engagement Center 
and online at www.necc.mass.edu/academics/enrichment/student-senate/. 


Questions? Contact the Student Engagement Center 
at 978.556.3731 or 978.738.7416. 


Chantal McGovern 


Jillian Ciampa, Katelyn Demers and Samantha Dietrich, hit the cardio room for - 
training during volleyball practice. 


She thoroughly enjoys the 
experience of playing volleyball as 
well as the people she encounters 
throughout playing. 

“Getting involved helps 
me meet other people, it especial- 
ly did during my first year,” 
Ciampa said. 

Sue MacAvoy, the coach of the 
woman’s volleyball team agrees 


with the athletics’ opinions and 
feelings, saying “it’s a great bond- 
ing experience.” 

Within minutes of knowing 
each other friends are made... it’s 
just common bond that is there,” 
MacAvoy says. 

Playing any sport not just vol- 
leyball extends the experience 
beyond the classroom. 


It is still not too late to 
become involved with the volley- 
ball team of NECC; they are 
always open to new members 
joining the group. If you are want 
to be a part of a close-knit team 
and get involved with volleyball, 
you can see Sue MacAvoy or email 
her at smacavoy@necc.mass.edu. 


New track coach 


NECC track and field 


team welcomes new 
coach 


By ELISABETH GREEN 
Features Editor 


2010 marks a year of change 
and transition for the NECC 
Track and Field team here at 
NECC, as the Athletic 
Department welcomes new head 
coach Andrew Barron to carry 
on a precedence of victory and 
national titles. 


“We are very excited to have - 


him” says Athletic Director Sue 
MacAvoy. “With his knowledge 
and expertise he will be able to 
carry on with the successful pro- 
gram.” 

Former coach Dawn Caputo 
announced her resignation after 
the spring season of this year. 
MacAvoy previously comment- 
ed on Caputo's farewell to the 
college, saying her last season 
could not have ende0 d in a bet- 
ter way. _ 

The Spring season was one 
of unparalleled success in her 


| five year history of coaching the 


team. The team ranked eighth 
out of the 25 teams in their 
Division, and was the first time 
in the five year history of the 
team that the NECC Track and 
Field ranked within the top ten. 
In addition, the Track and 
Field team celebrated the nation- 
al. victory of student Noeli 
Figuereo who secured The All 
American victory in the 200 
Meter title. the first woman at 


NECC to win a national title and 
the second student in the history 
of the Track and Field team. 

Samantha Dierich also 
placed second in the national 
competition in the javelin throw 
and sophomore Kaitlyn Wallace 
earned an Honorable-Mention 
All-American for her participa- 
tion in the shot put event. 

MaAvoy says she is pleased 
with the success of the previous 
season and is confident for the 
next season, in Spring of 2011. 
“He will have a good group to 
keep going” 

Barron currently coaches for 
Framingham State University 
and previously coached for 
Emerson College in Boston. He 


Courtesy Photo 
New track and field coach Andrew Barron takes over 
for former coach Dawn Caputo. . 


earned his Bachelor's from 
Westfield State College and is 
currently working towards his 
Masters in Science and Sports 
Management . 

Starting October 15 Barron 
intends to recruit and begin 
meeting with players for the 
2011 season. Students can 
expect to see him at the 
Lawrence campus between 9 
and 11 and in Haverhill between 


.12 and 2 pm. Students looking 


for more information can go to 
the Athletics section of the 
NECC home page, or can con- 
tact Barron or Head Athletic 
Director Sue MacAvoy at 
smacavoy@necc.mass.edu. 
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“Oh, no. That’s not good.” 
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Discover COLLEGE RESOURCES Available 
Find out How to GET INVOLVED 
HAVE FUN! 
Join a Club! 
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